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ruthlessly in the heart of winter (January 1229) by the Marshal John
Cle'ment, in the presence of Louis IX ajid Blanche.

Peter Mauclerc then resolved on open treason, and on 9 October in the
same year he landed in England. A few days later, he did homage for
Brittany to Henry IIL In the month of January he sent to bid defiance
to the King of Prance. The year 1230 was particularly critical. The King
of England, after having made considerable preparations and requisitioned
several hundred vessels, landed at St Malo on 3 May. Meanwhile Cham-
pagne was invaded: Philip Hurepel, the Duke of Burgundy, and the other
conspiring barons could not forgive Count Thibaud for having deserted to
the queen's party; it was asserted that he had poisoned Louis VIII and
that he was Blanche of Castile's lover. Fortunately for her, the inert
Henry III had not sufficient energy to seize so good an opportunity; and,
moreover, the French barons hesitated to betray their king openly and dis-
obey the Pope, who was supporting Blanche of Castile. When theyreceived
their summons to the host to repel the English invasion, they did not
refuse their service of forty days, and contributed their quotas to the
royal army which invaded Brittany; they allowed the Curia Regis, assem-
bled in the camp outside Ancenis, to declare that Peter Mauclerc had
forfeited the guardianship of Brittany (June 1230). At the end of the
forty days, they went back to their spoliation of Champagne; but
Blanche of Castile, now free from anxiety in the west, was in a position
to help her vassal. The enemies of the Count of Champagne dared not
attack the army in which the young king was present in person, and,
when Philip Hurepel concluded with the Queen Regent a peace favourable
to himself, the coalition of nobles became disorganised (September).
Meanwhile Henry III was feebly carrying out a useless military advance
as far as Bordeaux; then, uneasy at the attitude of certain Poitevin barons,
and unwell, he retraced his steps and returned to England (28 October).
His subjects were very resentful at this wretched expedition, and for over
ten years his financial embarrassments obliged him to postpone his plan of
reconquering the fiefs lost by John Lackland, In 1234* Peter Mauclerc,
counting on his support, again took up arms. As the King of England
only sent some 60 knights and a body of Welsh bowmen, Peter was
unable to resist the royal army, made his submission, and informed Henry
III that he renounced his allegiance.

In the same year, 1234, on 25 April, Louis IX attained his majority.
His mother, who still continued to play a great part in politics, had well
defended the interests of the Crown during his minority. No foreign
prince had succeeded in lessening its glory. By the marriage between
Louis and Margaret of Provence, French influence was extended beyond
the Rhone, which then served as frontier. Internally the royal domain
had been increased by the addition of a part of the county of Toulouse.
The lands which had for a time been granted to Peter Mauclerc had been
recovered.. Thibauile Chansonnier, in, return, for the services rendered
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